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CLAIMS 



1 . A method for installing an operating system on a computer, the method 




compnsi 

generating an external configuration file containing information about a plurality 
of devibes that might be associated with the computer; 

identifying a particular device associated with the computer, the particular device 
V being one of the pliiraHty of devices; 

installing a driver on the computeWcording to the information stored in the 
external configuration file and tnXparticular device's identity; and 

installing the operating system according to information stored in the external 
configuration file and the particular device' sHdentity. 

2. The method of claiifi 1 , further comprising installing applications after the 
driver and the operating system/are installed. 

3 . The method If claim 1 , further comprising determining one installation 



procedure from 



4. 



dynamically. 



5. 




lurality of options. 



tho<Tof claim 1, wherein the particular device is identified 



method of claim 4, wherein the dynamic identification is at least one 



of automated and user-driven. 
/ 
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6. The method of claim 1 /wherein the particular device is at least one of an 
ISA, PCI, SCSI, and an IDE devicey 



7. The method of claim 1, wherein the particular device is at least one of a 
display device, a sound devic^ a modem, and a controller. 

8. The/methj >c}/of claim/i^wherein installing the operating system includes 
patching errors in/an OS/configuration file with information in the configuration file. 



10 



9. The method of claim 1, wherein the driver and the operating system are 
installed contemporaneously. 

0. A program storage medium encoded with instructions that, when executed 
by a computfe^perform a method for installing an operating system on a computer, the 
method comprising 

generating an eternal configuration file containing information about a plurality 

of devices that.might be associated with the computer; 
identifying a particular deVice associated with the computer, the particular device 

being one of the pluralitysof devices; 
installing a driver on the computer acceding to the information stored in the 

external configuration file and the pahiqular device's identity; and 
installing the operating system according to information stored in the external 
configuration file and the particular device's identrt 
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1 1 . The program storage medium of claim 1 0 5 wherein the method further 
comprises installing applications after the driver and the operating system are installed. 

12. The program storage medium of claim 10, wherein the method further 
comprises determining one installation procedure from among a plurality of options. 

13. The program storage medium of claim 10, wherein the particular device is 
identified dynamically. 

14. The program/storage medium of claim 13, wherein the dynamic 
identification in the method is at least one of automated and user-driven. 



15. The program storage medium of claim 10, wherein the particular device is 
at least one of an ISA/ PCI, SCSI, and an IDE device. 

16. /^^e /rogram storage medium of claim 10, wherein the particular device is 
at least one/of a di|play devi<^a sound device, a modem, and a controller. 

17. T/ie program storage medium of claim 10, wherein the act of installing the 
operating system in/the method includes patching errors in an OS configuration file with 
information infthe configuration file. 

18. / The program storage medium of claim 10, wherein the method installs the 
driver and the operating system contemporaneously. 

1 9. / A computer programmed to perf orm a method for installing an operating 
system thereon, the method comprising: 
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generating an external configuration file containing information about a plurality 

of devices that might be associated with the computer; 
identifying^p^rticular device associated with the computer, the particular device 

being one of the pTtaa]ity of devices; 
installing a driver on the computer ach>i4ing to the information stored in the 

external configuration file and the particulai^de vice's identity; and 
installing the operating system according to information stored in the external 
configuration file and the particular device's identity. 



20. The computer of Claim 19, wherein the method further comprises 
installing applications after the driver and the operating system are installed. 

21. The computer/of claim 1 9, wherein the method further comprises 
determining one installation procedure from among a plurality of options. 

22. The computer of claim 19, wherein the particular device is identified 
dynamically. 

23. / TMcpmputei/of claim 22, wherein the dynamic identification in the 
method is at least one of/automated and user-driven. 

24. VD^ computer of claim 19, wherein the particular device is at least one of 
an ISA, PCI, SGSl, and an IDE device. 



25. /The computer of claim 19, wherein the particular device is at least one of a 
display device, a sound device, a modem, and a controller. 
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26. The computer of claim/ 1 9, wherein the act of installing the operating 
system in the method includes patching errors in an OS configuration file with 
information in the configuration file. 



27. The computer oi claim 19, wherein the method installs the driver and the 
operating system contemporaneously. 
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